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Canadian Angus Newsletter       March 2016 

Good day, everyone!  

Bull sales are going very strong with few exceptions, breeding is starting for 

many and interest is building in our  National Convention and Canadian Angus 

Foundation "Building the Legacy 5" fundraiser auction. Further, please see 

these questions and answers stemming from the Member Satisfaction Survey 

performed last November. We are  still a few months away from providi ng 

you with answers to all of these great questions that were posed!  

 

I would like to see the CAA develop and offer members an online herd management program. 

Young breeders like myself would find a Cloud based program that seemlessly integrates 

with the CAA VERY HANDY!! Please, Please Please develop this. I would be willi ng to pay 

for a subscript ion!!  

The Canadian Angus Associat ion is not focused on creat ing a herd management program. 

The Associat ion wil l gladly work with all  ex ist ing programs available and facili tate data 

exchange between them and our registry soft ware. Other companies working in the 

industry are much bett er suited to develop these programs and the CAA does not  

believe that  developing a new system is curr ent ly the best use of Associat ion funds.  

 

Turn around too long and replies to e-mails too long 

 

E-mails are acknowledged the same day that  they are received, but  the work request 

is entered into the work queue, whether the e- mail is a response to a request for 

informat ion (RFI),  is a weight submission, pedigree extract  request,  etc.  If  the e-mail is 

a question about exist ing work or a request for assistance, we do our best to respond 

to those questions in the order that  they are received and the same day or at  

maximum within three business days. All work that  is submitt ed, whether by e-mail , 

online, by fax or by mail is subject  to a f ive-day turnaround t ime. If  you are suggesting 

that  the actual response from our CAA staff is 'too long',  then I'm sorr y but  we all t ry to 

write only what it  takes to answer your question or address your concern.  

 
 
The online registrat ion program is st il l very slow 
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For a lot  of  people this is an Internet speed issue exacerbated by the large file size. A 

new 'live' online registrat ion system is in development and we hope to release it later 

this year.  This new system should address some of the slow speed issues. 

 

Ensure that  the most important  service (registry) is funct ioning at  full eff iciency.  

We feel that  we have reached our opt imal staff level.  Our staff can suff icient ly cover 

the work and we have excellent  cross- t raining coverage for t imes when our staff are 

out  of  the off ice.  

 
I would like to see EPDs run the same at the US 

 
 

Your Associat ion cooperates in two separate biannual genetic evaluat ions with our 

American counterparts. Canadian Black Angus animals are evaluated with American 

Black Angus animals at  the American Angus Associat ion so that our Black EPDs are the 

same and direct ly comparable. Canadian Red Angus Animals are evaluated with 

American Red Angus animals so that  our Red EPDs are the same and direct ly 

comparable.  

 

More valuable to me - Lower accuracy Genomic tests that are cheaper and directed to 

larger volume of catt le 

Your Associat ion heard this request from its membership and released the Zoetis i50K 

(lowerdensity and lower cost genomic panel) for our members in the Fall of 

2015. This brought the cost of  50K test ing to $62 per animal.  As of Apr il 1st ,  thanks to 

funding from the Government of Canada through the Canadian Agricultural Adaptat ion 

Program, we are able to offer an even lower rate of  $40 per animal for Zoet is i50K 

tests. In addit ion, the Female Longevity and Sustainabili tyProject  also entails the 

development and t raining of  an even smaller heifer select ion panel. We are working to 

bring you tools that  you believe wil l be valuable to your operat ion.  

Genomically enhanced EPDs (gEPDs) are available in the Animal Inquiry sect ion of  the 

Canadian Angus Associat ion website (www .cdnangus.ca) as soon as the genomic test 

results are available and blended into animals' EPDs. 50K percent ile rankings are 

available to the animal owner only,  but  are available online under Authorized Users,  

Download Files. At  the request of  our members, sharing these results is up to the 

individual members' discret ion.  

 
EPD's are becoming increasingly important, however gett ing them is diff icult ,  

cumbersome and expensive. Other breeds provide EPD's for no extra charges. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuHdjN4u3Z3y4Wqn9mi91q63jXgYyPdo_R3oWMbvUyKAszQKvaBJLgI1jOiwnREiKxgPMScxvv2LTBGlGaZHOtvXeqPaK1qlHeRBbE5n-LiKwncFxwQbiirAT8eXErdYnpgVPmJXR7pe7IRJ_X2w1kWn_QZ450P2KtdyCWTH6Xdg9M70AEO1Epa_5dkimtKWitdP1zmUfOb3gZQOQQ_OB4PfFxs0M9dKbRP6tD2cLLeMPl4sqo1wjqy8%3D&amp;c&amp;ch


3 | P a g e 
 

CAA seems to interested in generating fee revenue instead of providing the tools 

to actually progress the breed.  

Your Associat ion agrees that  EPDs are becoming increasingly important.  That  is why 

your elected Board of Directors has created a fee schedule that incent ivizes those that 

part icipate in the Canadian Angus Performance Program-a reduct ion in registrat ion and 

t ransfer fees that  no other beef breed associat ion in the world provides! It costs you 

less per registrat ion and t ransfer to part icipate on the Performance Program than it  

would if  you did not. Essent ially Canadian Angus Associat ion members access EPDs for 

no cost.  

 
Don't  over complicate breeders operat ions with too much DNA (ie sire/dam) Spot 

checks are fine (we do lots of them) Do not believe breed purity is a 

problem we need to address.  

Your Association appreciates your feedback and will endeavour to maintain 

simplicity in its requirements of its membership. Your Board  of Directors a lways 

evaluates requirements to uphold our mandate but that are also practical for our 

members. Our utmost goal is to support our membership in the recording of 

accurate pedigree and performance information.  

 
Ensuring the genetic base in accurate. Perhaps more frequent spot tests of calf and 

dam? 

 
 

Accurate pedigree informat ion is the ult imate basis of  our business.  

Inaccuracies affect  not only our registry but also our performance program and all our 

related programs.  

Your Associat ion maintains several checks and balances including spot checks, 

service informat ion, gestat ion length informat ion, sire authorizat ion, etc.  to ensure that  

pedigree informat ion is recorded corr ect ly. Members are encouraged to DNA parent 

verify any pedigree that  is questionable. Many members choose to parent verify all  

their calves. Your Associat ion and elected Board of Directors prefer to give members 

the opt ion to perform further test ing rather than mandate test ing. In anecdotal 

comparison with other World Angus Secretariat  breed associat ions, your Canadian Angus 

Associat ion is renowned for maintaining one of  the most accurate regist r ies in the 

world.  

 
 

I think  we need to constant ly touch base with our commercial producers to cont inue 

growing the herd.  
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This is being done and wil l remain a priority f or us. It  is also the breeder's responsibili ty to 

follow up with their commercial 

customers as they are running their own businesses. The CAA wil l maintain a strong 

presence in commercial circles across the country.  

We recognize how important  the commercial producer is to our members. 

From what  I have seen not  enough info has been given to feedlots or  

commercial tag users. I have seen angus tags cut  out  to be replaced by the feedlot 

tags. Commercial catt lemen who have used the tags only to be told there is no 

premium paid at slaughter if  the hide is not  black. The tags as a whole are more 

expensive therefore the return to the commercial catt lemen has to be seen when 

they ship their fats. Apparent ly the fall run for calves is working well .  But  the direct 

shipping of  the fats doesn't  seem to be working.  

When we refer to Angus tags, we are specifically referr ing to the CCIA-approved RFID 

Angus tag. It  is ill egal in Canada to cut out  a CCIA RFID tag. While many beef programs 

use a black hide ident if ier,  there are a growing number of  programs that  are 

incorporat ing Angus tags into their requirements. The biggest reason programs are 

hesitat ing in naming the Angus tag as a requirement is the insuff icient  supply of Angus-

tagged calves. Our new Business Development Team wil l work to bett er 

educate feedlots about our tag program. Premiums are being paid by programs on a grid 

system that  is done on certain branded programs such as Cert if ied Angus Beef.  We 

have found that  our tags are competit ive in most areas. Recent market research shows 

that our tags are in line with the cost of  other All f lex tags available across the country. 

Fat  pr ices are determined by the packers and demand for the product by branded 

programs. 

 

The little guys are  just as important if not more important than the few select big guys.  

 

We believe this as well. Our staff treat all members equally.  

This is actually part of our staff 'code'.  

 

 

Building the Legacy Sale Announcement 
 
"Building the Legacy 5" continues to impress and grow! This month we are very excited to 
feature another three extraordinary donations that will most certainly add value to your herd 
or home, and give you an advantage in the Canadian... even the global... Angus genetic race!  
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 Excitement continues for the Canadian Angus Foundation's fundraiser auction: Building the 
Legacy 5! Every week we are sourcing outstanding donations of benchmark genetics, art and 
collectibles as well as amazing experiences. For March we are thrilled to promote an 
additional three top quality donations to improve your herd or social life! With our genetic 
features this month, you can balance the best of contemporary breeding programs with one of 
"The 25 Most Influential Bulls of the Angus Breed: 1842-2006" (at least according to our friend 
Tom Burke)! 
 
 
Pick of the 2016-born Heifer Calves at Ferme Gagnon  
*pictured are Yves and Francis and select bulls from the 2016 
Ferme Gagnon bull sale* 
 
 
What an incredible donation from Family  and Team Gagnon at 
Chénéville, QC! 
 

 
Joining with our brilliant donations this year from 
Johnson Livestock and Leeuwenburgh Angus (as well 
as the amazing past Honour Roll of 'like' donors LLB, 
Wilbar, South View, Youngdale, Cudlobe, 
Arda/Freeway and Rodgers Red Angus) is one of 
Canada's premier seedstock producers, 
Ferme Gagnon! It is important that we feature at 
least one hometown donor with "Building the 
Legacy", and, with National Convention being hosted 
this year in Quebec City, Yves, Diane and Francis 

Gagnon are excited to represent Quebec  Angus 
  
producers as a major donor to our Building the Legacy 5 Foundation fundraiser. And we are 
extremely proud and honoured to feature a pick of the FGAF heifer calves born  
in 2016 in this year's BtL campaign! 
 
Ferme Gagnon Inc. is a family business that has been in operation for 30 years, specializing in 
superior genetic cattle production. While you may be more familiar with Ferme Gagnon as 
among Canada's most notable and successful Simmental producers (including their highly 
recognized and sought-after Fleckvieh geneti cs), their Black Angus herd hasbeen quietly 
growing for 20 years as well. The operation consists of approximately 100 registered 
Simmental cows and 40 Black Angus cows with a total herd of approximately 350 head. Ferme 
Gagnon is one of Canada's most outstanding and globally recognized seedstock producers with 
an intense focus on performance, growth and carcass qualities. Their program has typically 
utilized extensive use of A.I., as you can see in the pedigrees, and their latest Angus cal ves 
are by Peak Dot Eliminator 718Z- 1707175; these offspring are a sight to behold!  
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To know the quality of these heifer calves, please consider the impressive yearling  
bulls that Ferme  Gagnon offered in their 2016 bull sale. Here is a link to their catalogue: 
http://fermegagnoninc.com/sell.html. You'll find the Angus bulls on pages 11 -13 and we've 
pictured a couple here. Please also know that these bulls averaged $5,786  with the top 
selling Angus, Lot 31, fetching $8,000.  
 
If you purchase this donation, you will be accessing one of our nation's 'best kept secrets' in 
Angus genetic advancement. Just ask Dave or Andrew at Johnson Livestock. The only time in 
recent memory that Ferme Gagnon  has sold one of their Angus females - FGAF Tibbie 901W-
1512051 - she ended up in the Johnson Livestock herd at Peebles, SK and has performed 
extremely... exceedingly, even... well. 901W has produced multiple high -selling sons, two of 
which are used at  
progressive Angus seedstock outfits like JPM Farms Ltd. and Pederson Livestock. So 
outstanding has 901W been that she is already designated an ELITE DAM after only her fifth 
calf... so you know Ferme Gagnon's program, with its only female sold within the Angu s 
fraternity becoming a breed -leading cow in short order, produces truly  ELITE females! 
 
And if you purchase this donation, you get to have your pick of their sexy heifer calves and 
elite cows in the making.  
 
Thank you very much, Ferme Gagnon! Your donation is extraordinary and will bring untold 
value to its buyer!  
 
 

 
5 Straws of Leachman Right Time 
Semen from Ebon Hill 
 
 
Angus: Roger  & Jo Hillestad 
 
 
Roger & Jo Hillestad, Ebon Hill Angus, 
are Heritage Canadian Angus members, 
meaning they have received their 50 
Year CAA long-term recognition award. 
They are longtime... you might say 
lifelong... supporters of the Angus 
community. In recent years, they have 
been impressed with the "Building the 

Legacy" fundraiser auction and have purchased donated items. This year, they want to 
contribute... and what a donation they are making!  
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Leachman Right Time- 779510  -is a bull who needs no introduction anywhere in the world. 
Born in 1992, he has been designated an ELITE SIRE in Canada since the early days of this 
recognition in 2006. With 1,184 offspring in Canada, his success has been prolific and 
sustainable. If you  
want a shot of this 'breed giant' in your herd, here is a rare opportunity to access one of our  
foundation contemporary bulls.  
 
I'm looking at a drawing of him as I write this as the youngest -born bull featured on the C.J. 
Brown picture of "The 25 Most Influential Bulls of the Angus Breed: 1842 -2006". While this list 
was determined by the American Angus Hall of Fame, no one can dispu te the contribution 
Right Time has made to the global Angus genetics scene. He is a true legend, and Roger & Jo 
are opening their semen tank to allow us five straws as a donation. Thanks, Roger & Jo! Your 
kindness overflows. 

 

  
"East Meets West" Dinner for 4, courtesy of Reid Angus (AB) and Garvie Mountain Angus (NB) 
 
Back by popular demand! 
In 2015, the "East Meets West" Dinner for 4 featuring 
Doug & Kate Reid of Reid Angus and Trevor Welch 
and family of Garvie  Mountain Angus proved a 

popular donation 
at the Building the 
Legacy fundraiser 
auction. Last year's 
buyers - Lee & 
Dawn Wilson 
(Miller Wilson 
Angus) and Duncan 
& Cecilie Fleming 
(Fleming Stock Farm) - raved about their experience so 
much that it just MUST  be offered again! The Wilsons and 
Flemings demanded it and the Reid and Garvie families 
agreed! 
 
Two Canadian Angus Association Directors - Doug Reid from 
Alberta and Trevor Welch from New Brunswick - are 

providing you a culinary experience like no other! This dinner will be an 'east meets west' 'surf 
'n turf' classic where you can pick your preferred  seafood. Trevor will supply, fresh from the 
east coast, lobster, big scallops, mussels, or a seafood combo of your choice with Doug's 
Angus beef, the best steaks you'll ever taste!  
 
Doug & Kate Reid have an extraordinary home with a priceless view of the Rockies to the 
west. The buyer of this donation will experience the warm and easy hospitality of the Reids. 
The date will be at your choice, but if you were to choose August 5th -8th, 12- 
13th, or September 23rd, 24th or 27th you will have Trevor in attenda nce as well!  
Alternately, if the buyer so chooses, an east coast location will be available and we'll see if 
there is opportunity to get Doug & Kate to head east to join Trevor and his team with their 
western & eastern hospitality.  
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The sights will be amazing, the conversation lively and, most importantly, the company will 
be inspired and inspiring through this gracious experience donation from the Reid and Welch 
families. Thank you so much, once again, for opening your homes and hospitality through a 
donation for us to purchase!  
If you want it... here is it... selling on Saturday, June 11 th, 2016 live in Quebec City and over 
TEAM Auctions on the internet!  
 
We will be featuring more donations monthly between now and the fundraiser on June 11 th. If 
you are interested in donating something to our greatest of Canadian Angus causes, please do 
not hesitate to contact CAA CEO Rob Smith. 
  
And plan to be part of the action at Convention in Quebec City!  

 

AC-TV is going monthly! 
Starting in January 2016 AC-TV will be broadcast 
through our YouTube page monthly. 
Each new episode will be released on the third 
Tuesday of the month.   
 

Subscribe today to our YouTube page and never 

miss an episode of AC-TV! DVD copies will be 

mailed three times a year. Please watch for these in your mailbox!  

 

 

mailto:ceo@cdnangus.ca
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Canadian Angus Foundation  
The Canadian Angus Foundation is creating a new 
Canadian Angus history book, the first since 1985. 
This is a huge and exciting undertaking that we need 
all Canadian Angus Association members to help 
with: we need you to tell us your Angus story.   
 
The Foundation has enlisted the assistance of members Doug and Linda Henderson to help 
collect our members' stories. We want to know ho w you got your start in the Angus business, 

what memories stand out, what you're most proud of, what your Angus operation has 
contributed to your life --as much or as little of your Angus history as you want to share.   
 
There are many opportunities to share  your history:    

1. Watch for Doug and Linda out and about at Angus events all year long. When you see 
them, join them for a cup of coffee and tell them your story.  

2. Call Doug and Linda at (403) 782-3888 to tell them your story  
3. Call Tina Zakowsky at Angus Central (1 -888-571-3580 ext 3584) to share your story  
4. Send Tina an email to share your story  
5. Submit your story online    

We want to hear from every single member, no matter how large or small. Every stor y 
matters and every story is worthy of inclusion in this comprehensive book. So much has 
changed in the last 30 years. Personal computers had only been on the market for a short 
time in 1985 and today we have just as much computing power if not more in the  palms of our 

mailto:tzakowsky@cdnangus.ca
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hands with mobile phones and tablets. While many of the breeders featured in Lloyd Pickard's 
1985 Canadian Angus History Update are still active, many of today's prominent breeders had 
not started their herds in 1985. We will continue to see changes in technology and world 
leadership as we gather the stories and compile them into a great history book. Please help us 
capture this moment in time and preserve this generation of Angus history for the next 
generations of breeders who haven't even b een born yet.   

 
 
CAA National Convention 

We are very excited about Convention this year that will take place in Quebec City. Your 
CAA National Convention takes place each year in different regions of Canada. Convention 
is a time that brings Angus producers and industry members together to learn from various 
speakers, voice concerns, learn what your CAA is involved with, meet others and share 
some laughs. We look forward to seeing you in June in beautiful Quebec City. Here are the 
ways to register: 
1. Register online at www.cdnangus.ca  
2. Call Angus Central and register over the phone (1-888-571-3580). 
This year Quebec Angus will be hosting the event in Quebec City on June 9th-13

th
. If you 

want to book your flights with Air Canada, please use the promo code DJD8DDT1 and 
receive a discount on your flight!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.cdnangus.ca/
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From the Registry Desk 
submitted by Stacy Price 
Spring has sprung and with that comes visions for calves bounding through the fields.What  a 
great time of year this is, and for so many of us we have had such an amazing winter that it is 
hard to believe the calendar, that is just spring now.Of course with spring time comes bull 
sales and while we have heard nothing but good things about these  sales, for those of you 
who have purchased a new bull we have one question for you: IS HE DNA tested?Give any one 
of us a call here in registry and we would be more than happy to let you know if he is or not, 
but if you don't make that phone call before y ou unload him, then please pull some tail hair 
on him.  If you grab a good sample (40 -50 follicles), stick it in an envelope with his name or 
tattoo, then when you have a chance call the office t o see if you need to submit it.  

Another question we get asked often is about sampling young calves. It is sometimes tough to 
get a good sample on calves as the follicles just aren't developed enough. Another option for 
you is the tissue sampling tubes.This is a handy way to get a tissue sample and then you can 
tag t he calf in the same hole yo u have just punched in the ear.  

Please ensure when sending samples to the lab you are giving the information in the image 
below. In order for the lab to process any sample you must have set up the requisition with 
the office firs t.We once again have lab envelopes at the office for those who are interested.  

 

All the best to our members as we finish out calving and for those of you who are start ing to 
think about spring work.  

Your registry team,  

Angela, Julia, Laurie & Stacy  
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CAA March Gold Stars 
We extend a big congratulations to our monthly 
Gold Star recipients. These individuals have 
helped make things run efficiently at Angus 
Central! Again we thank you. 
 

March Gold Star Achievers: 

 

A Note from Breed Development 

Submitted by: Kajal Devani, Msc 

CAA Director of Breed Development 

 

DNA Testing and Registration Requirements 

Below is a simplified guideline from your Association to help members reme mber what DNA 

testing might be required for registration purposes. Your Association works hard to make your 

registration process quick and easy. We hope that this guide will help:  

¶ AI Sire - needs to be parent verified  

¶ Donor Dam - needs to be parent verified  

¶ Walking Sire - needs to be sire verified (dam verification is not required but will be 

done if the dam has DNA on file)  

¶ ET Calves - need to be parent verified  

¶ Calves born 25 days before or after expected 282 days gestation - need to be sire 

verifi ed 

¶ Spot Test Calves - need to be parent verified  

¶ Calves that have a confirmed carrier of AM, NH or OS in the first 2 generations of their 

pedigree with no intervening free animal - need to be tested for the genetic condition  

¶ Optional Testing - these are additional DNA tests that are optional and not required 

for registration purposes:  

¶ Calves can be parent verified for additional pedigree guarantee  

¶ Calves can be tested for additional genetic conditions including CA, DD, DM and MA 

¶ Calves can be tested using the Zoetis i50K which includes parentage verification and 

information on performance traits  

¶ Calves can be tested for coat colour genetics  

¶ Calves can be tested for BVD 



13 | P a g e 
 

To request a DNA test, please complete the DNA Test Request form (http://cdnangus.ca/wp -

content/uploads/2014/03/CAAFORM18- DNA_Requestfillable.pdf) and send it to 

registry@cdnangus.ca. 

 

Here are some examples of the events you can use your travel bursary for: 
 

¶ Carcass 101 ï Olds, Alberta ï JUNE 21, 22 

¶ CAA National Convention - Quebec City, QC - JUNE 9-13 

¶ Canadian Beef Industry Conference- Calgary, AB- August  9-11 
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Message from the Tag Team 
As the calving season gets started, we remind you to order your tags early to allow enough 
time for delivery. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your Calendars 

April 15th: Deadline for Outstanding Young Angus Breeder nominations  

April 15th: Deadline for Junior Angus Stockman of the Year nominations 

April 19th: April AC-TV Episode goes live 

April 30th: Robert C. McHaffie Junior Ambassador application deadline 

May 15th: Spring weight submission deadline 

June 9-13th: Canadian Angus National Convention; Quebec City, QC 
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